- played .before an NFL

August, San Francisco
49ers quarterback Colin
xmmmnﬂ.nx remained seatéd on the side-
lines instead of standing like mNEom»
everyone else in the stadium. -
Kaepernick nxunnﬁa some criticism
for his protest—carried out, he said,
to call attention to police brutality and
racial injustice in the U.S.—but what
followed was a firestorm. Many dccused
him of thumbing his nose at America
by not joining in a patriotic ritual that's
long beena fixture at sporting events,
“Theré's ways to make change w/o
disrespecting & bringing shame to the
very country & family who afforded you
50 many Eam:_mm... read one of thou-

-hien the national anthem.
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sands-of angry tweets; It came from .Uniy
Kaepemick's biological mother, Heidi these natig
:Russo, who' gave EB up ?n Rounon n:ﬂng.
asa nEE Co. :
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ference while Visiting Q,E.E‘ )
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“national EEEE become so integral 10 and. saﬁ m uons about it. The poem-

sports, andwhy do Ameri

have such strong mnnmamm mao:» i
“It's part of our national Sumpou to EEEE by an m2 of Congress in Su_

believe in the flag and Betsy Ross and En It'was ?.u" calogmn at baseball
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8 @.uﬁnemoaxmwaﬂ cv;ozq . cv;ozqfe\»ﬂzn.no:
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Ea nation during World éﬁn Cumc.nmv
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all MLB gathes since 1942 and that “j
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- relativély rare. When he nmbnmnnn the
. protest during'a uonoaa preseason game,
! bowever, he was ?5& by a teammate.
‘And agum the first veek of Qm NEL
- season, Emw,m.m 55 several teams chose
to kneelor Emm fists %.nam the anthem.
»In mwu_w ber, Megan Rapinoe, an
. ‘American soccer player, knelt during the
" anthem before a womén's pro soccer
league game in support of Kaepernick.

* Following his second protest, the
- 49ers arinounced that Kaepernick had
lost the starting quarterback job to Blaine
oagg. The team said the decision was
. based solely on’ nﬁmonugno wE others
wondered whether wmmwaanx »_mn been
harmed | 3. the outery. over his unmabm.
s En step off the"cliff 9% most

m.E&S aren't golng to take,” muwm Stamn.
e .:mo: Emun have LeBrori James Weatinga
Black Lives Zm:ﬁ. shist, bitt the national-
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" Denver Nuggels was Emvgma by the
NEA i 1996 for refusing 10 stand dur-
ing the EEEP “And &.En Ec omwa.vwﬂ

this wEEaﬁ.. mc_a medal gymnast Gabby "
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_DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

For use with the article on p. 8 of the magazine

1. What issues did Colin Kaepernick hope
to call attention to by not standing during
the national anthem?

2. According to professor Starn, why do Americans
have strong feelings about the national anthem? |

3. During what historic event did the national anthem
become a fixture at Major League Baseball games?

4. Do you agree or disagree with Kaepernick's protest?
Why?
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